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AHEAD
A newsletter 

for teachers and administrators involved 
in the special education transition process.  

The views and perspectives shared in 
“Transition Ahead” do not necessarily 
reflect those of the Berrien Regional 
Education Service Agency, affiliated 
schools, staff or board members.  

To receive “Transition Ahead” electroni-
cally, please visit www.berrienresa.
org and visit the Communication page.  
Additional newsletters are also 
available.

Berrien RESA complies with all federal 
and state laws and regulations prohibiting 
discrimination, and with all requirements and 
regulations of the United States Department 
of Education and the Michigan State Depart-
ment of Education.

Dear Friends in Education: 

I believe the responsibility of ALL educators transcend the act of merely passing on  
knowledge, disciplining students, and ensuring the receipt of a diploma.  A proactive teacher 
can direct a student toward leading a fulfilled life beyond our K-12 educational system; the 
transition process provides us with this venue.  As educators, we can empower students to 
define the direction of their lives; an underpinning of the federal legislation for some time.

IDEA: § 300.1 The purpose of this part are (a) To ensure that all children with disabilities have available to them a 
free and appropriate education that emphasizes special education and related services designed to meet their unique 
needs and prepare them for further education, employment, and independent living.

Toward that end…..Become an active listener.  Engage students in the process. Seek to  
provide meaningful and supportive experiences that will allow students to become self-aware; 
to effectively communicate their needs, interests, and rights; to make informed decisions; to 
take responsibility for those decisions and to learn how to adapt to challenges. This, in turn, 
will allow our students to attain a self-determined quality of life!!!

    -Shari Lidgard-Pullins, 
    Supervisor of Ancillary Services and Compliance

Among the myriad issues that special education teachers have to juggle is  
compliance vs. quality tug-of-war.  We all became teachers to help students learn and 

fulfill their potential.  It seems compliance is always knocking on the door to see what and 
how we are doing.  Compliance can also be the rule enforcer that holds us to a high 
standard. That is a good thing. You may recall seeing and talking about a new rubric that was 
going to be used for the spring 2015 Transition IEP File Review. This checklist has still not 
been approved. We have verbal direction that the standard we will be using next spring to 
conduct the Transition file review is last year’s checklist. There are six questions which must 
be answered “yes” to achieve the 100 percent criteria the Federal Office of Special Education 
has set. The Transition Coordinators will be meeting with you to make sure you remember 
the “must haves” for Transition IEPs and checking IEPs already written to make sure they 
also are compliant. The Michigan Dept. of Education/Office of Special Education will not  
allow us to make any corrections or amendments during the time of the file review as we 
have done in the past.  We will need to make sure they are all compliant with Indicator B13 
before review time. 

We thank you for all the work you have and continue to do on behalf of your students.

Compliance Corner: Checklists

http://www.berrienresa.org/specialeducation/transitionplanning/stateperformanceplanb13/


“Today’s Purpose -Tomorrow’s Promise.  Berrien RESA”

Cruise Control:  
Transition App and Personal Curriculums Click It!:  

 Using Assistive Technology 
              Submitted by Berrien RESA 
              Assistive Technology Specialist, 
              Rosanne Burden

Caution Ahead:  
Off to College
Highlights from September’s 
OTC Seminar
“Everyone learns in different ways and 
it is important to realize just how you 
learn,” said Carletta Witzel, Andrews 
University Director of Student  
Success.  Ms. Witzel spoke at September’s OTC Seminar on 
different learning styles and gave a test to quickly assess the 
students’ individual learning styles.  She gave examples of how a 
learner of each learning style could incorporate multiple styles to 
make learning and retention easier.  She shared the importance of 
setting aside a specific “study time” each day and that in college 
there is seldom a “study time” during class lecture.  This topic had 
been requested by the OTC students and Ms. Witzel delivered.  
We definitely will be inviting her back next year!

Highlights from October’s OTC Seminar
This was the best seminar yet!  That pretty much sums up the 
response we got from Rosanne Burden, Berrien RESA Assistive 
Technology Consultant’s seminar on Technology.  Ms. Burden 
shared information and demonstrated how to use voice   
recognition, Chromebook, useful websites and organizational 
tools.  The students were captivated and wanted to know more 
about technology than our seminar time would allow.  The students 
were drawn to Ms. Burden’s personality, sincerity and knowledge 
and immediately felt comfortable asking questions and engaging in 
meaningful conversation.   Parents of the OTC students (who also 
attend the OTC seminars) have requested we bring   
Ms. Burden back next year. We were given a “thumbs up” from the 
OTC students who learned so much about what technology can do 
to support them in their education!

Greetings and welcome back to your classroom! Hopefully, 
you are getting back into your school routines and ready to 
help students have a successful year with the help of some 
ever changing assistive technology tools.

Read&Write for Google is from a long standing company 
called Texthelp, and this Chrome extension is now free for 
teachers! This allows students to have access to word  
prediction, highlighting, make vocab lists, and more!  If 
you’re not using the Chrome Browser yet with your  
students, you should just to take advantage of this!  The 
premium version is available to teachers for free and all 
you need to do is go to this link to sign up: http://tinyurl.
com/ofqgeq9.  You can also go to the Chrome Web Store 
and search for Read&Write for Google and follow the  
directions on the right hand side of the page when it comes 
up.  The cost for an individual subscription if a student 
wanted to buy it would be $100. There are several Youtube 
videos that explain some of it’s great features. Read&Write 
for Google--support for web pages can be found at this link:
http://tinyurl.com/obmsb37  and Read&Write for Google-
-using it in Google Docs can be found at http://tinyurl.com/
mccnfmo. 

A new trick I read about in a technology journal makes use 
of dictating into Google Docs with the iPad. This appears to 
work quite well and basically provides a student with using 
free voice recognition to write. The steps are easy and as 
follows: 

1. Create a new Google Doc in Google Drive (be sure 
to give it a name to find it easily later). It seems to 
work better if you do this on your computer first. 

2. Run to get your iPhone or iPad--because you can’t 
wait to try this!

3. Visit Google Drive through a Web browser or mobile 
app and sign in.

4. Find the document you created and open it.
5. Click on the microphone button available on the 

keyboard and begin speaking.
Your text will “magically” appear in the document.

Try it out with your students to see how it might work for 
them. Hopefully, they’ll be so enthused they won’t even 
know they are writing!

Remember you can follow my Twitter  
account @RosanneBurden 
for new 
information or you 
can find my Twitter 
feed on the Berrien 
RESA webpage at this 
link: http://www.berrienresa.
org/specialeducation/assistive-
technology/ 

On Thursday, October 16th, local principals, special education 
directors, and guests were part of a packed room listening to 
topics on a new transition app and personal curriculums.  

Michigan Department of Education representatives Chuck 
Saur and Craig Wiles presented on a new application called  
BackStory for staff to use to improve transition outcomes.  This 
app is currently being piloted in a few districts throughout the 
state.  It is the goal of the app to not only improve students’ 
outcomes, but make it an easier process for the staff who work 
with them.  As information from the pilot groups come in, and 
once it is available statewide, as a transition team we will begin 
to implement this tool within the locals.  

Our last guest from the state, Rashell Bowerman, talked on 
personal curriculums and how they work for students who have 
an IEP.  She had a wealth of information and answered many 
questions to help clarify multiple questions that the audience 
had.  Because we had such an interest and many requests to 
participate in this topic, but not enough room to host everyone, 
we are looking to bring Rashell back to talk on this topic again.  
Look for information to be coming on a 
date in the near future!

Off to
College
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